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OUR fair city did not just happen. 
Throughout our history there were re-
markable people who helped build, 
mould and fashion the state in which 
we live now.

This year the seventh annual Perth 
Heritage Day will celebrate the famous 
and not so famous people who shaped 
Perth. 

From the original owners of the land, 
to the founder of the colony, Captain 
James Stirling, political pioneer Edith 
Cowan, social reformers, architects and 
city planners, including George Temple 
Poole, Gordon Stephenson and John 
Hepburn, law makers, gardeners, avia-
tion pioneer Sir Norman Brearley, reli-
gious leaders and many others, all had 
an infl uence on our society and direc-
tion of its future, now our past. 

Their stories will be told through dif-
ferent mediums including; exhibitions, 
guided walks, fascinating talks by pas-
sionate presenters, interactive drama 
and music events, associated with open 
buildings where the spirit of the person 
can speak for themselves. 

Some of the highlights include the 
Government House open day.  You 
can walk where Governors of our State 
have walked for over 150 years. There 
are self-guided tours of the House, 
guided tours of the cellars, exhibitions 

and facts to be discovered about our 
fi rst Governor. There will also be mu-
sical performances in the majestic ball-
room. 

Nearby, at St George’s Cathedral, 
you can book to see the play The Time of 
Your Life. Based on the recollections of 
people who lived in Perth in the 1950s. 
Over the way in Stirling Gardens you 
will fi nd the Supreme Court, which 
will be open for self-guided tours of 
this historic seat of justice. You can also 
view the heritage-listed courtrooms, the 
Chief Justice’s chambers and the cells 
in the basement. Supreme Court judges 
will give talks throughout the day. This 
is a rare opportunity to see areas of 
the court not normally available to the 
public and fi nd out more about our fi rst 
Chief Justice, Sir Archibald Paull Burt.

Wandering down towards the river, 
there is an event to acknowledge Sir 
Norman Brearley, an aviator and pio-
neer of commercial air transport in Aus-
tralia, who formed our fi rst commercial 
Australian airline in 1921.   In celebra-
tion of his achievements, nine vintage 
airplanes from the Royal Aero Club of 
WA will be on display in Langley Park. 
There will also be a club display, pilots 
to chat to and RACWA life member and 
historian Brian Hernan will give a talk 
on Norman Brearley. 

Over the road you can visit the 
award-winning Bell Tower. Take time 
to look at the ancient bells which were 
rung to announce the end of the Battle 
of Trafalgar and to welcome Captain 
Cook back after charting Australia – an 
event which shaped our lives irrevoca-
bly. Venture to the observation deck and 
view the enormous size of the Elizabeth 
Quay project.

If you stroll up the hill to Parlia-
ment House, you will fi nd a special 
focus on the wonderful Edith Cowan, 
the fi rst woman elected to an Austral-
ian Parliament.  View vibrant displays 
and memorabilia, take a self-guided 
walk or watch a dramatic performance 
highlighting Edith Cowan’s life and 
acknowledging the part women have 
played in shaping Perth. 

All Perth Heritage Days events are 
family friendly but there are some ac-
tivities which are specially created for 
our junior historians including: Heritage 
Hound Treasure Hunt, DFES Heritage 
Centre, dressups and rides on a vintage 
fi re truck – there is even the opportunity 
to have a ride on a camel Author Alton 
Walley, a Wadjuck Nyoongar man will 
be doing story-telling sessions of his 
recently published delightful children’s 
book, Chunyart and the Cheeky Parrot.

During the weekend you can also 
visit museums, churches, art galleries, 
gardens and multitude of other heritage 
places offering a refl ective journey of 
exploration, fun and adventure for all 
the family. 

Join us for Perth Heritage Days, 17 
and 18 October 2015.

All events are FREE but some re-
quire advance bookings. For more in-
formation about Perth Heritage Days, 
visit www.heritageperth.com and fol-
low us on Facebook www.facebook.
com/HeritagePerth or twitter.com/her-
itageperth

Heritage Corner - Perth Heritage Days 2015Heritage Corner - Perth Heritage Days 2015

OVER the next few months Tales from the 
Duyfken will be looking at Australian mari-
time history from a Dutch perspective. This 
month we look at one of the original Duyfken 
captains, Willem Janszoon.

Little is known of Willem Janszoon’s ear-
ly life, though it is thought that he was born 
around 1570.

From the records of the time it would ap-
pear that Janszoon fi rst entered maritime serv-
ice in 1598. A man then in his mid-twenties, 
he signed on as mate aboard the Hollandia for 
a voyage to the Dutch East Indies.

His progression through the ranks saw him 
take command of his own vessel in 1601, as 
the master of the Lam, one of three vessels to 
voyage to the East Indies at this time.

The success of this voyage saw Janszoon 
sail once again from the Netherlands for the 
East Indies. Leaving his homeland in Decem-
ber 1603, he did so as the captain of the Duy-
fken – the Little Dove. Duyfken was one of 
12 ships in this great fl eet heading to the East 

Indies, a fl eet under the command of Steven 
van der Hagen. 

Duyfken was a small well-armed scout 
ship, some 20 metres in length, her role was 
to sail ahead of the main fl eet to keep a watch-
ful eye for Portuguese vessels who sought 
the same rewards that the Spice Islands had 
to offer. On more than the odd occasion there 
would be a confl ict between these opposing 
fl eets.

Having fi rmly established his sailing 
credentials and leadership qualities over a 
number of voyages to the East Indies, the di-
rectors of the VOC – Verenigde Oostindische 
Compagnie, – more commonly known as the 
Dutch East India Company – had grander 
plans for Janszoon… to sail eastward from 
Bantam on the western end of Java towards 
the coast of western New Guinea.

Sailing a square-rig ship is never easy, and 
is particularly more challenging when the pre-
vailing winds are ‘on the nose’ that is they are 
blowing from the direction in which you wish 
to sail. Ideally to make good ground a master 
looks for breezes that blow from astern to take 
his vessel in the preferred direction.

For Janszoon the prevailing winds of the 
time pushed Duyfken across the eastern end of 
the Arafura Sea and on into the Gulf of Car-
pentaria… and in the distance the low sweep 
of land rising above the eastern horizon came 
into view.

The words from a crewman perched high 
above the ship’s deck atop the masthead: 
“Landt in zicht” would ensure Janszoon and 
the crew of Duyfken a place in history. Not 
that they knew it, but they were now the fi rst 
Europeans known to have laid eyes on the 
mainland of Australia.

And so this story will continue in next 
month’s edition of Have a Go News.

Inspired to sail aboard the replica of Duy-
fken then go to www.duyfken.com/sailing.

Tales of the Duyfken - The Dutch

Willem Janszoon
© wikipedia

The majestic Government House welcomes you during Perth Heritage Days 2015

THE next speaker at Bunbury U3A on 23 October is Vic Puzey. Vic will discuss the varied path 
his life has taken, including his recent involvement in the Outback Links programme.

They welcome visitors as well as intending members to come along to Block 3: room 119 at 
9.30am on the SW Campus of ECU in Bunbury.

There is always an opportunity to ask questions and to enjoy chatting with members. A small 
charge of $2 for morning tea as well as an ECU parking charge of $3 if applicable. Telephone 
9721 4752 for more information.

Vic Puzey: from poultry to principal 
to pastoral pals
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